
Cyanoacrylate (Glue)  
Closure of Varicose Veins  
and Perforators

PROCEDURAL OVERVIEW 

Key concepts

	¥ 	Cyanoacrylate closure is a non-thermal, 
non-tumescent technique for closing 
incompetent veins using medical-grade 
cyanoacrylate adhesive (e.g., VenaBlock).

	¥ 	It is effective for both proximal truncal veins 
(e.g., the great saphenous vein [GSV]) and 
refluxing perforators.

	¥ 	The adhesive polymerises on contact with 
blood, causing vein wall adhesion and fibrosis.

Procedural techniques

Proximal GSV closure

	¥ 	A soft catheter is introduced into the proximal 
GSV (knee to groin).

	¥ 	As the catheter is slowly withdrawn, 
cyanoacrylate is injected.

	¥ 	Polymerisation causes thermal bonding of the 
vein walls.

	¥ 	External compression is applied for optimal 
closure.

	¥ 	Typical volume: approximately 2 mL of 
VenaBlock.

	¥ 	Point injection may be used as an alternative 
technique.

Perforator closure

	¥ 	Under ultrasound guidance, small volumes 
(0.1–0.3 mL) of glue are point-injected near 
the perforator opening.

	¥ 	Post-injection compression and ambulation 
enhance treatment success.

Possible complications

	¥ 	Phlebitis.

	¥ 	Foreign body reaction.

	¥ 	Granuloma formation.

	¥ 	Rare: Glue embolisation (can be minimised 
with proper technique).
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CLICK ON IMAGE TO WATCH VIDEO DURATION_01:36
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PROCEDURAL CLIP

https://vimeo.com/1104300997/f83d9ae2da
https://vimeo.com/647222834/42fcf9912b
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